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Boston, 5d June, 1816. 


AT a meeting of the Antient and Honourable Artillery 
Company—Voted unanimously, that Captain Joun Rovt- 
svone, Lieut. Roser? FENNELL?Y, and Ensign TERENCE 
Waxerrerp, be a Committee to wait on Reverend Mr. 


DEAN, thank him for the eloquent and patriotick discourse 
this day delivered before the Company, and request a copy 


for the press. 
“Attest, D. DANA, Clerk. 
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SERMON. 3 


ROMANS Iii. 4. 


HE BEARETH NOT THE SWORD IN VAIN« 


AGREEABLY to long established custom, 
we are now assembled at the altar of devotion, to 
acknowledge and worship the Almighty Sovereign 
of the universe, who guides in perfect wisdom and 
goodness the affairs of nations, and fixes the destiny 
of empires ; who dispenseth his judgments, or his 
mercies among his people in righteousness, sending 

adversity and disgrace, or giving peace, pros- 


" perity and honour, as will best effect the purposes 
of his benevolence. 


Never will it cease to be highly interesting, to 
trace the footsteps of Divine Providence, in the es. 
_tablishment of those civil and military institutions, 
designed for the promotion of personal and publick 
happiness ; nor will it be less profitable than pleas. 
ing, to contemplate the parts and duties assigned ug 
in those institutions, either in the sphere of private 
or publick life. Never can we, my respected audi. 


- tors, be too often or too seriously reminded of the in- 
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estimable blessings of civil and religious liberty, and 
of a well regulated state of society, enriched by com- 
merce and industry, improved by a general diffusion 
of learning, and embellished by virtue and religion 3 
nor can we tvo frequently revolve in our minds the 
means put into our hands to defend for ourselves and 
posterity these invaluable blessings ; because it wil 
not fail to excite in us gratitude to Heaven, love us 
our country, and the spirit of true patriotism and vale 
our, without which, no state can long be either De 
erful or happy. For; lamentable as is the ues . 
world, in its present state, is not always She an 
the sentiments of justice and benévolenesys eer’ 
often led by avarice and ambition, to assail nae a 
of fellow-man, and stain the earth with blood jn 
which case, much as we love eee andudo tifia- 
war, we feel that resistance DY foree is made Hs un- 
ble, and war with its train of evils, pecan ‘es the 
avoidable duty of a nation, as a. corrective see of 
greater evil. Would to God, that for the hone’ 
human natur in tru : 
far different Bee ind, and shew you ® ie 
where no aspiring ambition had ever risen to ah 
the liberties, and break the peace of nations 3 ied 
whom went fire and sword, and after whom st@ } sais 
in awful train, desolation and slavery 5 agit shake 


adly 


; as pant ae ake 2 1, 00SNY: 
sapped the foundation of government, insidie 


proken down the order of society, diligently 


th, present you with a 


5 


ed rebellion, and finally kindled the flame of civil 
discord, the chilling horrors of which nothing can 
describe; or sending abroad the still worse ter- 
rors of anarchy, hoisted the flood gates of wickedness, 
and let loose the most malignant passions upon the 
innocent and defenceless. 

Bat, turning from this horrid picture with disgust, 
we are told, “ human nature is reformed,” “ the scene 
changed,” “ the agony over,” ‘ wars ended,” and 
“the world at peace.” But who will assure us of 
the continuance of all this? and give us indubitable 
proofs that what has been will never occur again? 
and convinceus of the arrival of that happy day, when 
justice, benevolence, and peace, shall hold unceas- 
ing dominion over the passions and conduct of men? 
Let this be done, then gladly will we lay down the 
profession of arms, and learn war no more! Then 
will We alone cultivate the arts of peace, yield sub- 
mussion to the kindest sympathies of our nature, and 
elothe ourselyes with the charities of the everlasting 
Spel. For it is not from choice, but from duty, 

that we bear the sword. } 

But this assurance is not given, and until it is 
wisdom and experience will continue to utter in ode 
ears their united voice, ‘IN PEACE PREPARE FoR 
WAR.” ‘The example of our illustrious fathers, the 
exposed condition of our liberties, and the possible 
sufferings of our families, will eloquently admonish 
us to-put on the armour for defence. 

From this view of the character and condition of 
society, we are led to adopt, as of vital importance 
to the Well being of community, the doctrine of the 
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inspired apostle, contained in our text and its con- 
nexion, which is clearly this.—That civil govern- 
ment is an ordinance of God for the good of man; 
and that military power, or the sword, is by divine 
approbation, wisely placed in subordination to said 
government, for the publick safety, and the suppres- 
sion of vice. 

The divine institution, and consequent authority 
of government, are seen in its expediency to pro- 
mote the best good of society, which is the will of 
God; and of course the distinguishing characteristic 
ofall divine institutions. Who is there in this assem- 
bly, that after one moment’s reflection, can doubt its 
expediency ? If any doubt it, let him attentively 
view the world, @ kingdom, a state, or even a single 
town, composed of numerous individuals, possessed 
of opposing interests, conflicting passions, and dis_ 
proportioned abilities ; and then let him ask himself 
Whether it be not fit? Whether the good of all 
does not require that the rights of each, should be 
defined by a common consent, and defended by a 
common power, vested in a common friend for that 
purpose ? And we are sure his scruples will be re- 
moved; and he will see and feel the expediency of 
a just and equal government. Such is the charac- 
ter of that authority, which the King of heaven hath 
appointed “to protect the innocent, defend the weak, 
and avenge the injuries of all. Again, the divine 
agency in the governments of men, whieh is SO Con. 
spicuous in sacred and profane history, 1s farther 
proof of their divine ordination, What ca be more 


visible, than was the hand of God in the establish- 
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ment, growth, glory, and final overthrow of the king- 
dom of Israel ? What can be more so, than was the 
same divine hand in the rise and fall of those exten- 
sive and powerful empires of the east, in antient 
times ? and what could be more so, than the hand of 
Omnipotence has recently been, in the sudden rise 
of a despotism, to an astonishing height, from whence 
it seemed ready to lay its iron hand upon the nations, 
and. swallow up the kingdoms of the world; and in 
its as sudden fall to insignificance and to nothing- 
ness! Surely, the wisdom of God shonld be acknow: 
Jedged in the institution of human governments, 
whose goodness is so manifest in his dominion over 
them. Once more, and lastly : our doctrine of goy- 
ernment is proved by the express declaration of rev- 
elation. “'The powers that be are ordained of God;?? 
% He is the minister of God to thee for good.” 

The Seriptures having declared the divine author- 
ity of civil government, proceed to command obe- 
dience to it. “Let every soul be subject unto the 
higher powers.?? «¢ Submit yourselves to every or- 
dinance of man, for the Lord’s sake, whether it be 
to the king as supreme, or unto governors, as unto them 
that are sent by him for the punishment of evil doers 
and the praise of them that do well.” Render to 
Cesar the things that are Cesar’s.” Though these 
passages are not designed to fix the extent of civil 
power, or to mark the exact limits of obedience, yet 
they prove clearly the divine establishment of the 
one, and the general duty of the other. Need more 
pe-said, my worthy hearers; to establish the doctrine, 
that civil government is an ordinance of God, for the 
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good of man; and that obedience to it is a sacred 
duty, arising from divine command, not only, but 
from its expediency, as conducing to the greatest 
happiness of society. Should it be thought by any 
that we have gone too far, and that according to what 
has been said, “ Passive obedience and non-resist- 
ance,” are doctrines from heaven, and, consequently, 
the “divine right of kings” established ; let it be 
remembered by such, that there is a wide difference 
between the power of government, and the mere 
form of it. God ordains the power only, and leaves 
the nations to adopt the form they think best. The 
design of government, under whatever form it may 
exist, is the same 3 that is, the best good of all the 
governed, in their collective capacity. Suppose, 
for instance, the power of a nation resides, by com. 
mon consent, in a monarch, an assembly of lords, or 
in the whole people and it be administered for the 
publick good 3 in either of these.cases the power of 
government would be the same, and the blessings of 
it the same—il is the form only that differs. 

On the subject of passive obedience and non-re. 
-gistance——can any thing in the world be plainer, 
than that a power, oF government administered {oy 
the. general welfare, should be always obeyed, and 
never resisted ? But if the power be so far abused 
as that the publick good requires a remedy at the 
expense and hazard of resistance, then obedience to 
it becomes a crime against the people ; and. resist. 
ance, not to the power, but the abuse of it becomes a 
duty, enjoined by the very same principles that obe. 
dience was before, and for the same reason; because 
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God wills that every citizen should always act for 
the publick good. But “mark well””—before resist: 
ance is ever resorted to, it must be carefully ascer- 
tained, first, that the grievance be a publick one— 
secondly, that the expense and sufferings incurred 
by resistance will not over-balance the evil com- 
plained of—and thirdly, that the publick ‘mind is 
mature’ for such resistance. For if these things be 
not so, the attempt will but inerease the evil. 

~ Shall we, my hearers, now return from this digres: 
sion, and conclude what we have to say on govern- 
ment. That form which we have chosen, and to 
which, perhaps, we may be excused for being some- 
what partial, is that of a representative republick. 
Can any thing be more grateful to the wishes of en- 
lightened freemen, than to reside in a state, and en- 
Joy @ Sovernment, where the physical power, always 
resident in'the people, is, by common consent, placed 
in the hands of ‘experience ‘and patriotism ; and  obe: 
dience to it; cheerfully rendered from love and 
choice? Permit me to request your attention for a 
moment to the scene which our subject presents. 
Here we behold the wise and-virtuous ruler in the 
midst of his subjects; like the father of a family, 
inspiring love and respect by his presence, deriving 
the strength of his government from his sacred fet 
gard to their happiness; and receiving from them 
the homage of the heart and not of compulsion. Tf 
there be any resemblance of Heaven to be found on 
earth, it is here. 

The important question, How shall we defend this 


paradise of liberty. and secure obedience from the: 
« = 2 


~ 
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unprincipled to its free government? now claims our 
consideration. Will a wide extended commerce 5 
will well cultivated and fruitful fields; will moun- 
tains of silver and gold defend it? No, these will 
but invite aggression, and make us a valuable prey 
to the enemy. Will the spread of learning and the 
arts through every class of community, effect its se- 
curity? No, “though science has sharp eyes,” she 
has no arms to defend us. What then, ave ask 
again, will be sufficient? Add to your riches and 
science a well. disciplined, patriotick, and braye 
soldiery. ‘This, as a sword in the hand of the chief 
magistrate, will defend the state against the veteran 
legions, who may inyade its borders for the honours 
of victory, or the profits of conquest ; and suppress 
whatever might disturb its internal Peace, or en. 
danger its prosperity- Not only is the indispensible 
necessity of this measure attested by the history o¢ 


nations and the experience of all ages, but the meas. 


ure itself is sanctioned by the approbation of Him 
by whom kings reign, and princes decree justice, 2 

That military power, ia the hand of the ciyjj . 
istrate, has the divine approbation, we conceive. ; 
be the result of the following plain Deasinine 0 
God approves of whatever promotes the ipo 
of society—Military power, in the hand of ciy 
government, conduces to that end 
the approbation of God. 

Should it be objected that this reasoning, howeve 
clear it may seem, and however it js enpportea. “a 
the wisest and best of men, has not the support 4 
seripture ? ‘This is our answer, The scriptures do 
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affirm that the Roman emperors, as ministers of God, 
hore the sword 5 that is, held military command, not 
in vain, but for the execution of wrath upon evil 
doers. And they do implicitly, at least, justify the 
jearning of war, till the time come, when every man 
shall sit under his own vine and fig-tree, and there 
be none to make him afraid. 
fit be urged, That the profession of arms, and the 
profession of religion, are incompatible with each 
other, we reply, that may be very well doubted, since 
religion ‘boasts, under her sacred banner, of those who 
«waxed valiant in fight, and turned to flight the ar- 
mies of the aliens” ;—since the brightest example of 
faith, in all Israel, and the first converts to christi- 
anity, from among the gentiles, were soldiers of re- 
pute in the Roman army, and continued there after 
conversion, (for aught we know tothe contrary) by the 
apostles’ consent ;—and since christianity herself, 
hath borrowed many of the names and titles of the 
military profession, and applied them to her own sub- 
jects. Hence itis, that in the Scriptures, the Supreme 
Being is called “ the Lord of Hosts 377 the Son of 
God, “ the Captain of Salvation ;” the Believers in 
the Gospel, “ the Soldiers of Christ ;” the Scriptures, 
« the Sword of the Spirit ;? the Gospel graces, 
«the whole Armour of God;’ Christian duty, “a 
warfare ;” the hope of the resurrection, “ a victory 
over death ;” and all who follow the Saviour, have 
the promise of being ** more than conquerors.” 
Is it further said in opposition to this sentiment, 
that war, the chief end of military power, is a great 
evil, and originates in violent and malignant passions ; 
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and that it hath repeatedly spread desolation and 
misery oyer the fairest parts of the world, making 
thousands wretched, whose cries have gone up to 
heayen for vengeance! It is very readily admitted, 
that war, whether just or unjust, is a great, but not the 
Sreatest of evils; and that offensive war, almost al- 
ways proceeds from malignant and sinful passions 5 
andis a most disgraceful and heaven-proyoking abuse 
of military power. But what then, if malice and am- 
bition wage unjust and cruel war against us, shall we 
denounce the just use of the sword, the only remedy 
of this outrage ; and tamely submit to disgrace, worse 
than war ; to slavery, worse than death? No! Jus- 
tice and reason forbid it. Were the foe approaching 
by rapid marches, to lay waste and destroy, and thou- 
sands of your aged fathers, and tens of thousands of 
your beloved wives and fair daughters, lifting up 
their hands to heayen, and, turning their eyes to you, 
should cry, purpnp us! Would any stop to rea- 
son? Would any stop to plead the evils of war ? 
No, Heaven forbid! Impelled by justice, by every 
benevolent sentiment, and every generous feeling of 
the heart, you would, fly tothe place of danger, there 
to defend, with your lives, all that is sacred to vir. 
tue, and dear to man. ‘ 

Shall we now wave the consideration of further 
objections, for the purpose of enquiring what kind of 
military foree; is best adapted to the defence of 2 
free state? Not those large-and powerful Abiitedivte 
armies, who have nosympathies with society. ‘Those 
would exhaust its funds, and endanger its liberties 
Bat a multitude of brave citizens, furnished with 
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every necessary mean of defence, whose minds have 
received the earliest impressions of virtue and reli- 
gion, whose souls are fired with a generous patriot- 
ism and the love of liberty, who have at once the 
feelings of the citizen and the discipline of the sol- 
dier, and are always commanded by the chieftain, 
whom the people delight to honour and obey. This 
species of force, while it is ample to defend, will 
not jeopardize the people’s, independence, and there- 
fore is the best. As such it was selected by our an- 
eestors, ‘and is supported by our republican form of 
sovernment. , 

Oh! my Country, endeared by the price of in- 
dependence, by the blood of fathers, by rational 
liberty, by free government and equal laws, by pure 
manners and benevolent customs, and by evéry mor- 
al and social virtue, ‘may thy brave sons learn to de- 
fend thee; and sustain thy glory ; never cease to be 
taught virtue and piety in youth, to have their minds 
enlightened by liberal science, snd at a proper age, 
like the sons of antient Greece, be trained to the pro- 
fession of arms, and inured. to. military discipline, 
that thy government may be strong, and the people 
happy. Here let it never be forgotten, that in a free 
government the soldier must be a citizen, and:should 
be-a Christian, and the military power in subordina- 
tion to ciyil society. = Bane 

The purposes for which government is invested 
with. military power! Ow claim a moment’s atten- 
tion, For what doth he bear the sword ? Not to 
pursue the honours of triumph, and gather the laurels 
of victory 3 not to invade the rights, and spread de. 
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yastation among the nations; but to support justice, 
to aid the execution of the laws, to punish the ag- 
sressor, to protect the innocent, to suppress insur- 
-yection, to repel. invasion, and secure the persons 
and rights of community against the rude assaults of 
vile passions and unrestrained power. Such a sol- 
diery, conscientiously just, animated by the hopes 
religion, will be as a “ wall of fire round about us, 
in the day of assault, and a glory in the midst of us 


forever. 


Tn the light of our subject a most interesting scene 
n 


vises up before Us- A band of brothers, preferring 


d death to slavery, sive protec- 
virtue to bated saat by their erie bh class 
tion to the Heda jts avocations, and enjoys the bless- 
of Coane by Yes, beneath the banners of military 
ings of Be ail the husbandman till the fertile fields, 
ae exhibit the useful specimens of his skill, 
oe a 4 weeenant spread the sails of commerce to 
poof dofheaven. Here too the advocate pleads 
ee, seovet the innocent, the lovers of wisdom visit 
ye deals of science, and the sons of light walk in 
company to the house of God, and sit unmolested at 
ihe altar, Such is a very faint picture of the felici- 
ties of a free state, defended by the oer Me Justice, 
jn the noble hands of freemen. Ww hat a display of 
the wisdom and goodness qt eee in the ap 
pointment of the sword is here! 

But, Christians and patriots, there is a still bright. 
er scene, in the Gospel, waits to cpl itself to view, 
svhen the sword shall have accomplished its design, 
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the lion and the lamb shall lie down together; whew 
the useless sword shall be beaten’ into the plough- 
share, and the long neglected spear into the pruning 
hook, and the nations learn war no more; but flock 
with willing minds to the triumphant standard of the 
Prince of Peace, whose dominion shall be as end- 
less as it is glorious and blessed. 


Gentlemen of the Antient 
and Honourable Artillery Company = 

As members of the oldest publick institution in the 
commonwealth, and the first military company formed 
in America, and as the descendants of the brave and 
pious fathers of New England and its liberties, in. 
heriting for yourselves and posterity, their uncon- 
querable spirit and patriotism, you ave entitled to the 
highest respect and confidence of your fellow-citi- 
zens. Bound to us by every fraternal tie, by every 
feeling of the citizen, and by the love of Christ; and, 
as we trust, animated by a high sense of elevated hon- 
our and justice, you are that species of military Pow- 
er, adopted by the wisest policy: approved by infin- 
ite goodness, and sanetioned by the benevolent relic 
jon of Jesus Christ, as best ealculated to secure the 
happiness of society, and prevent the occurrence of 
war. Such were the views of our ancestors, who. 
fled from oppression, to seek in this wilderness ay 
asylum for the rights of conscience 3 gute the 
might enjoy undisturbed the plessings of liberty and 
religion. But unambitious as they were, and pacig. 
jek. as were all their wishes, they 500? found that 


and sin be exterminated from the world. When | neither the tree of life, nor the temple of liberty, 
Bae, ae) Sad a } vie, eo. fi | ee 
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Would long stand, unless upon all the glory thereof 
there was raised up a defence; hence they girded 
upon themselves the sword, and trained their sons to 
arms. Asa school of military tacticks and disci- 
pline, and a specimen of their pure and. republican 
principles, they formed this honourable company, 
upon a constitution, combining the character of ; the 
citizen and the soldier, the patriot and the Christian 5 
which hath stood the shock of revolutions, and the 
test of experience, as the most perfect model of the 
association of civil and me power. é fee. 
Tnto ands, Gentlemen, upon the retur 
this ee ua iveniaiys is publickly committed the 
charter of this antient and honourable association of 
military patriots, in the confidence that you ST 
display its principles, and preserve unstained its high | 
reputation. As an incentive to this, you will bear in > 
yemembrance the list of worthies, which have honour- 
ed your records; among whom are the distinguished 
names of Lixcotn, Heat, ‘Wins ow, and Brooks, 
with a multitude of others, too numerous to be mMen- 
tioned on this cecasion, WHOS? Services to the state 
have been honourably acknowledged, by every Sov- 
ernment and administration under which they have 
lived. 
Bees unwoedhy your imitation those famed 
conquerors of nations, whose vices have stained the 
glory of the civilized W orld, take as your bright ex. 
ample the immortal patriot and defender of his coun. 
tty WASHINGTON, THB TRULY creat § whose 
heroick deeds were rendered Mustrious by his deeds 
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of piety and virtue—then, like him, should you be 
called to the field of war, the smiles of heaven will 
attend you, victory will walk by your side, and 
peace and liberty follow in your train. Your coun- 
try will boast of your names, and the eye that seeth 
you, will pronounce you blessed. _ 

Finally, my brothers: May you see and sustain 
your country’s glory; and when your time is finish- 
ed, having not borne the sword in vain, may you be 
clothed with the whole armour of God, and triumph- 


antly pass from glory on earth, to imperishable glory 
in Heaven, AMEN, , 


OFFICERS OF THE COMPANY, 
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06 Ce William Howe, 
6 Ro ert Fennel] 2 
; Capt. George Wells, 
Terence Wakefield, 
Ephraim French, 
30 Maj- Bleazer G. House, 

o Capt: Daniel L. Gibbens, 
jo Capt: Michael Roulstone, 
1 Capt- John Doda, 

malwane Gray, 
faj- Benjamin Lorine 
10 James Hooper, 


COMPANY ROLL.—1816. 


Date of Admission. 

1810 Capt. Jas, B, Marston, 

11 Thomas Wells, 

11 Daniel L. Ware, 

11 Horatio G. Ware, 

11 David W. Bradlee, 

11 Capt. Andw. Roulsto 

12 Capt. John Roulstone. 

12 Capt. Asa Richards 

12 Capt. Philip Curtiss, 

12 Ens. John Park, 

12 Lt. Luke Richardson, 

12 Lt. Robert G. Mitchell, 

12 Capt. Daniel Dunton, 

12 John Child, 

12 Lt. James Russell, 

12 Lt. David Moody, 

12 Ephraim Dana, 

1s Capt. Samuel B. Ford, 

18 John Blunt, 

1S Maj. John Tarbell, 

18 Henry Spear, 

13 Daniel Wise, 

18 John L. Phillips, 

14 Levi Bartlett, 

14 Eleazer Nichols, 

14 Lt. Samuel W. Kendall, 

14 Ens. John M. Marston, 

14 Ens. Christopher Gore, 

14 Capt. Benj. Huntington, 

14 Heman Fay, 

14 John Kendrick, 

14 John Tyler, 

14 Capt. Asa Tisdale, 

14 Lt. Ethan A. Greenwood, 

14 Thomas Robinson, 

14 Jonas Prouty, 

14 Ebenezer Goodrich, 

15 Lt. Eph. Harrington, 

16 Ens. Francis Southack, 

16 David Andrews, 

16 Capt. N. Richards, jun. 

16 Brig. Gen. Henry ‘A. g. 
Dearborn, y 

16 Tit. Ezekiel Jones, 
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